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Working to end homelessness, one life at a time.

Working Towards the Best Life Possible
with
Hope and Determination
_____________________________________________________

CHRISTY’S POSITIVITY IS SIMPLY CONTAGIOUS!

THE CATHEDRAL CENTER

Center. She was organized and
motivated. She enrolled in the
Women’s Independence Program
(WIP) workshops to receive job skill
training and support from Veronica,
the WIP director, who was also able to
translate for Christy. She worked
diligently with her case manager,
Hannah.
Christy’s hard work and initiative
helped her gain a position at the day
care center where her children attended
and she now has her own apartment
with her daughters. Christy is still
involved in WIP and participates in
case management services.

_____________________
“Every person who
becomes homeless has
a unique story.”

Christy with her daughters, Hannah, case manager, and Veronica, WIP director.

Christy became homeless when
fleeing her emotionally and physically
abusive husband. Born and raised in
Puerto Rico, she moved to the United
States with her husband just a year
before coming into shelter.
Christy came to the Cathedral
Center with just about nothing. Many
barriers stood in her way. Cultural
and language barriers, the trauma of
domestic violence and no employment
experience left her facing many
obstacles to reaching independence.
She had taught herself some English,
but very little.
Christy stayed on the family floor

at the Cathedral Center this past year
with her two daughters, who were 5
months and 7 years old.
Christy reached out and embraced
the support provided at the Cathedral

It was easy to become fond of
Christy and her children, who proved
that positivity is contagious. Every
person who becomes homeless has
a unique story. The same is true for
Christy, who is working towards the
best life possible for herself and her
daughters with hope and
determination.
Christy received the
skilled, compassionate
services that helped
guide her to a job and
housing that gave her
hope and confidence,
a sense of self-worth
and security, and
empowerment to
control her own future.
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_____________________
“If you want it,
don’t dream small dreams,
dream BIG dreams.
– Thelma Rodgers,
Mother of Vel Phillips, civil rights
and community pioneer

Help Change the Lives of Women and Families by
Supporting
the 2016 EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE
___________________________________________________________

THE ZILBER FAMILY FOUNDATION CHALLENGES YOU TO DREAM BIG!

The Cathedral Center depends on private support for the services that empower women
and families to achieve their goals and return to independence. Our Challenge Pool donors,
including the Zilber Family Foundation, have already committed close to $50,000 towards
the $100,000 needed to fund targeted support services, like case management and workforce
development, which make the Cathedral Center more than just an emergency shelter.
Our 2016 EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE is a direct path to meeting critical funding needs
that enable the Cathedral Center to actually help end homelessness for the women and
families we serve. Your support will help empower and transform the lives of women and
families who are facing homelessness in Milwaukee - like Christy and her daughters (story on
front page).
Your gift can help us reach our “dream big” goal of $100,000 to provide targeted services
that will help them to:
• Increase income

• Secure safe housing
• Improve personal skills
Help us reach our goal for the EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE by March 8th, as we celebrate
Want to keep up with the
EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE?
Like our Facebook page at
Facebook.com/The
CathedralCenter!
Follow us on Twitter
@TheCathedralCtr.

the United Nation’s International Women’s Day! Join others around the world working
together towards Gender Parity, empowering ALL women and girls by helping them to
achieve their ambitions.
Visit www.Cathedral-Center.org/Empowerment to make your gift by Tuesday, March 8th,
International Women’s Day! If you prefer, mail your check for the EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE in the
enclosed envelope. Your gift, whether it’s $10 or $100 or $1,000, will help us to reach our goal. For
more information or questions, please contact Carol McLain, Director of Resource Development, at
414-831-0394 ext. 2127 or cmclain@cathedral-center.org.

Help us dream big – and raise $100,000!!!
Our Challenge Pool Donors have already committed close to $50,000 to The Cathedral Center’s
EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE – and they challenge you to help us raise another $50,000 to reach
our “dream big” goal of $100,000!!! Many thanks to our generous Challenge Pool Donors: Zilber
Family Foundation, Martin Family Foundation, and Liz & Tom Sellars.

Working to end homelessness, one life at a time.

THE CATHEDRAL CENTER

Ending
Homelessness One Life at a Time
_________________________________________________________
FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - DONNA RONGHOLT-MIGAN

Miss Pat, CCI shelter staff member, with Tim Cowan.

Tim Cowan Provides
Extra Support to
Cathedral
Center Staff
______________________________

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

We are grateful to Tim Cowan for
his one year of volunteer service with
Cathedral Center as a Shelter Aid! As a
downtown employee of Northwestern
Mutual, Tim was looking for a way to
give back to his community, broaden
his perspective and add variety to the
work week.
Tim’s year of service included weekly
volunteering in our shelter, providing
extra help at our annual Fall Gala,
promoting the agency through his
workplace United Way Giving Campaign,
and sharing our mission with others in
the community.
We are grateful for a team of volunteers
like Tim who bring extra support to our
staff as we work to end homelessness
one life at a time. Thank you, Tim!

Save
These Dates!
__________________________________

JOIN US AT THESE EVENTS

• BANGLES & BAGS - 159 N. Broadway
Thursday, May 12, 2016 l 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Fundraising benefit for The Cathedral Center
• CATHEDRAL CENTER FALL GALA Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist Atrium
Thursday, November 3, 2016
CCI’s signature event increases awareness
of homelessness and raises critical funds to
benefit the women and families we serve.

			 Across the country, women and families are the fastest growing
		
among the homeless population. In fact, individuals in families
		
comprise 41% of the total homeless population. Poverty, domestic
		
violence, changes in welfare policies and lack of affordable housing
		
are among the causes of homelessness for women and families.
			 These are long standing issues that require services and support
that
go beyond a brief stay in a shelter. At the Cathedral Center, we
know that in order to end homelessness for women and families, we need to work
together as a community. There is no such thing as one easy solution.te
What women and families really need are skilled, compassionate services that guide
them toward securing work and safe housing…services that will give them hope and
confidence, a sense of self-worth and security…and most of all empowerment to control
their own future. They need a place like the Cathedral Center that welcomes them back
if they find the need for more support, even after they leave our shelter…whether that is
in 2 months or 2 years.
At the Cathedral Center, we have seen success in ending homelessness for women and
families through compassion and hard work…and by creating healthy support systems,
preparing for the workforce, and repairing relationships. We have clearly seen the
success that comes from empowering women!
Please help end homelessness one life at a time by supporting the 2016 Cathedral Center’s
EMPOWERMENT CHALLENGE. Help us meet our goal of $100,000 by March 8th, International
Women’s Day.

Can
You Help Fullfill our Winter/Spring Wish List
___________________________________________________________________
LITTLE THINGS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR OUR GUESTS

•
•
•
•
•
•

Flash drives
Blank journals and calendars
Tote bags
Flip flops
MCTS M-Cards ($4 round trip fare)
Gift cards from Walgreens or CVS
($5-$10) to assist with prescription costs.
• Laundry Pods
(Purex brand is most affordable)
• Slippers, roomy pajama tops and
bottoms, adult pants
• For women and families moving into
new homes: toilet tissue, paper
towels, sponges, toilet bowl cleaner,
all-purpose cleaner (i.e. Fantastik,
Clorox Clean-Up, etc.), dish soap,
and laundry detergent

If you can help us out with any of these
items, please contact Ana Treptow,
Volunteer & Development Coordinator,
at 414-831-0394 ext. 2133 or atrepnow@
cathedral-center.org.
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The Cathedral Center
845 North Van Buren Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
Cathedral-Center.org

Lend Your Support
to our Empowerment
Challenge
____________________________

TUESDAY, MARCH 8TH

Increase the impact of your support
through our Challenge Pool made
possible by the Zilber Family Foundation,
Martin Family Foundation, and
Liz & Tom Sellars.
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Thank
You to Our 1,600 Volunteers in 2015
________________________________________________________________________________

OVER 7,000 VOLUNTEER HOURS HELPED SUPPORT OUR MISSION OF ENDING HOMELESSNESS ONE LIFE AT A TIME.

Individuals and groups volunteer through
parishes, offices, schools, and clubs to help us keep
the shelter running smoothly! Hospitality Groups
provided 355 meals in 2015!
Rockwell, US Bank, HGA, Target Corporation and
BMO Harris employees took a break from the office
through United Way’s Season of Caring this past fall.
We can’t wait for spring to enjoy our beautiful
courtyard, revamped by HGA and KEI Landscaping.
All our family rooms received a fresh coat of paint
from Target, Rockwell and US Bank teams.
Rockwell interns even helped us prepare for
school by sorting and stocking our back to school
inventory! We learned lots from BMO Harris
employees who held a financial workshop for
residents with budgeting and planning tips.
Kohl’s associates continue to have lots of fun
volunteering through the Associates in Action
program.
We’d like to give a special shout out to the many
individuals and groups that supported our women
and families with Christmas gifts and winter
weather drives. Divine Savior Holy Angels
sponsored the Cathedral Center for their Advent
Project collecting an astounding amount of shelter
supplies and handmade blankets.  

HGA Volunteers

Rockwell Interns

US Bank Volunteers

Divine Savior Holy Angels Volunteers

Kohl’s Cares Associates

Interested in learning more about various
volunteer opportunities where you can
make a difference? Contact Ana Treptow,
Volunteer and Development Coordinator,
at 414-831-0394 ext. 2133 or atreptow@
cathedral-center.org.

