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HEARTMATTERS

A Ripple Effect Created by an 8-Year-Old Girl___________________________________________________________
DEZARIE CELEBRATES HER BIRTHDAY BY SHARING AND INSPRIRING OTHERS
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   An amazing 8 year old inspired us recently! Dezarie had decided that
  she wanted to pick out gifts and make cards to give to some little
  girls in a homeless shelter. Then, with her mom,
  she brought them to the Cathedral Center with
  a smile on her face on her 8th birthday. 
   While she was here, she decided that
  she wanted to come back again – with
  books for the children. This idea inspired
her mother to enlist the help of her coworkers on 3 South at
Aurora Sinai Medical Center – and they ended up collecting over
300 books for the children at Cathedral Center! 
 The ripple effect continued to grow when Dezarie’s gifts
were given to some of the girls staying in shelter. One family
had two little girls, who were 8 and 3 years old. When asked
if they knew any little girls who would enjoy the gifts, they
selflessly tried to think if there was anyone else in shelter.
When they were told the gifts were for them, they were
shocked and amazed! And right away they asked if it would
be OK if they wrote a thank you note to Dezarie. We hope
that Dezarie’s generosity will make a difference in their
lives as they grow up.
 What a wonderful connection and feeling of love and
support. It has been amazing and inspiring to see the 
ripple effect of this 8 year old girl! Happy Birthday,
Dezarie! You are an inspiration to many! 

SUMMER 2016

rip•ple ef•fect_____________________
noun: A situation in which
one event causes a series of
other events to happen. 
Source: Merriam-Webster’s
Learner’s Dictionary

The team from 3 South at Aurora Sinai Medical Center.

If you would like to be a part
of the Ripple Effect started
by Dezarie, please fill some
of our Wish List needs!

WISH LIST
• After school snacks
 (single serve)

• Deodorant
• New underwear &
 sports bras (large sizes)

• New slippers & socks
• Flash drives
• Blank journals and
 2017 calendars
• Gift cards from
 Walgreens or CVS ($5-$10)
 for prescription costs
• Laundry pods
• Sweat pants and t-shirts 
• Community client families:
 toilet tissue, paper towels,
 sponges, toilet bowl cleaner,
 all-purpose cleaner, dish
 soap, and laundry detergent
 (all unopened & new)

Contact Ana Treptow at
414-831-0394 ext. 2133 or
atreptow@cathedral-center.org
for information.



HEARTMATTERS

What A Great Time to Celebrate______________________________________________
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2016 - 5:00 - 8:00 PM

 Sometimes the time is right for a change…and this 
year just seemed to be that time!! So we decided to 
change the name of our signature event: our Annual Fall 
Gala is now The Pathway Home, a Fall Celebration of 
Ending Homelessness! Isn’t that fitting? We end home-
lessness through the support of sponsors and donors like 
you who support the Cathedral Center’s mission.
 To help us celebrate will be returning emcee (and 
new CCI board member) Portia Young; we also have 
wonderful refreshments and a selection of wines; we will 
bring back fun raffle baskets, a wine pull, and a fabulous 
on-line silent auction; and, best of all, you will have the 
opportunity to visit with Milwaukee area business 
leaders, philanthropists, friends and family. We hope that 
you can join us!
 The Pathway Home, a Fall Celebration of Ending 
Homelessness, with presenting sponsors Columbia 
St. Mary’s and Madison Medical, will be held on 
Thursday, November 3, 2016, in the Atrium of the 
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist from 5:00 – 8:00pm.
 For sponsorship opportunities, tickets or more information, 
please visit our website at www.cathedral-center.org/celebration 
or contact Carol McLain at (414) 831-0394 ext. 2127 or cmclain@
cathedral-center.org.

   We are thrilled to
  announce that Jan
  Martin has been selected
  as our 2016 Woman of
  the Word. This award is
  presented to a woman in
  our community who 
embodies the true spirit of volunteerism, 
advocacy and dedication to service, and 
through her efforts moves others to such 
service.
 Ms. Martin has an ongoing passion to 
support women and their causes,
including the Women’s Fund, the League 
of Women Voters, Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention at United Way, and Women’s 
Concerns of the Presbyterian Church 
USA. She also serves on numerous 
boards in the Milwaukee area, including
Alverno College. We are pleased to 
recognize her for her dedication and 
focus on women’s issues through her 
work with organizations in the 
Milwaukee area.

Jan Martin to be
honored as 2016
Woman of the Word____________________________

DEDICATED TO SERVICE

Lenora LeGrone
Awarded to 2016 Client 
Transformation Award____________________________
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 Want to keep up with
 stories of the women
  and families at
Cathedral Center, events &
activities? Like our Facebook 
page at Facebook.com/
TheCathedralCenter! 

   Our 2016 Client
  Transformation Award
  will recognize Lenora
  LeGrone, a Cathedral
  Center client who has
  transformed her life and
  inspired others to do 
the same. Ms. LeGrone experienced ten 
separate episodes of homelessness since 
2011. When she came to the Cathedral 
Center in December 2015, she worked 
very hard on making positive changes in 
her life, including getting approved for 
housing through the My Home program. 
Ms. LeGrone received the keys to her 
new apartment several months ago – 
and the full story of her growth can be 
seen through her gratitude and appre-
ciation for her new home. Her attitude, 
spirit, and appearance combined are true 
indicators of her transformation! 

 Thank you to Dan McCarthy for his 6 years of service on our 
board, the past two years as board president. We also appreciate 
the service of Roz Thurner (6 years) and Michaelina Young (7 
years) for their service to the women and families we serve.
 We are pleased to welcome to new board members Paula 
Johnson, representative from St. John the Evangelist Cathedral 
Parish; Alicia Kopp, BMO Harris; and Portia Young, Sargento 
Foods.

Commited and Dedicated_______________________________________________
THE CATHEDRAL CENTER THANKS AND WELCOMES

BOARD MEMBERS  
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Emergency Shelters are the Entry Point to
Service that End Homelessness__________________________________________________________________________

FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - DONNA RONGHOLT-MIGAN

 A lot of attention has been paid recently to the Housing First model of
ending homelessness across the country. Milwaukee has seen some early
successes as the County has implemented their own Housing First program,
serving individuals who are chronically homeless. Indeed, our City has seen
a decline in chronic homelessness over the past 2 years as a result of Housing
First services. Of the total homeless population, 8% were defined as
chronically homeless in 2014 as compared to just 4% in 2016. We are thrilled with this 
progress! And, yet, addressing the issue of chronic homelessness in our community only 
touches 4% of our total homeless population. What are we doing to serve the other 96%?
 Housing First is a system of service delivery that emphasizes an individual or family’s first 
and primary need as obtaining stable housing, with other life issues that affect housing
stability being addressed only after housing is secured. This is a critical shift in how our
community is addressing homelessness. Because of the conceptual simplicity of providing
housing when housing is absent, many private and public funders are excited to support 
the Housing First approach. 
 However, in order to access services to actually end homelessness (such as the Housing 
First program), an individual or family is required
to enter emergency shelter first – in order to be
assessed and then proceed with the process of
applying for housing.
 Emergency shelters are the entry point to services
that end homelessness. Our staff understands the
nuances of federally funded housing program
eligibility and objectives and develops relationships
with individuals experiencing chronic homelessness,
disability, violence and long term abject poverty.
Shelters are “low barrier”, meaning most shelters
will accept individuals and families with little
information, mainly assessing for safety. We provide
a safe place to sleep, food, clothing and access to
health care – but that is certainly not all we do.
 Emergency shelters are more critical now than ever
before, since the Housing First model is being
implemented in our community. Any additional
improvement to our community’s plan to end
homelessness will fail without the support of
shelters that serve to keep people safe while
appropriate housing and supports are identified
and put in place.
 We don’t just provide a bed and a meal. We work
to end homelessness through direct service, policy
advocacy and system improvements. It’s working.

2015 Annual Report____________________________
LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR MISSION

Planned Giving Bequest____________________________
LEGACY GIFT SUPPORTS GUESTS

Bangles & Bags a
Huge Success____________________________

A FUN EVENING RAISES $6,000!  

 Our 2015 Annual Report is available on 
our NEW website! If you would like a copy 
mailed to you, please contact development 
@cathedral-center.org. Thank you to our 
countless in-kind donors who keep us 
supplied with basic needs and essentials 
every single day! Major in-kind donors 
include Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
for shelter space, Columbia St. Marys’ St. 
Ben’s Clinic for nursing services and the 
Hunger Task Force for food.

 The Cathedral Center gratefully received 
an unexpected bequest from the estate of 
Mary Joan Stuessi. The legacy of her gift
will live on in the lives of the vulnerable 
women and families served at The Cathedral 
Center, along with those served by the other
organizations she supported in the Milwaukee 
area. If you would like to include the
Cathedral Center in your estate plans,
please talk to your financial advisor.

 Many thanks to the Novel Women book 
club (and Hospitality Group) for teaming up 
to raise more than $6,000 at the Bangles & 
Bags fundraiser in support of critical services 
for women and families experiencing
homelessness. It was a fun evening!!

 The City and County budgeting 
season is upon us. Cathedral Center 
and other members of Milwaukee’s 
Emergency and Transitional Housing 
Task Force have enjoyed a positive 
partnership with our public funders
to collaboratively serve the most vul-
nerable in our community. You
can support this partnership
by calling your City and County
representatives to thank them and 
advocate for maintaining funding 
levels for experienced emergency 
shelters in Milwaukee. Stay tuned for 
updates on our website and Facebook 
page! 
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“Each Day Was Something Different” ___________________________________________________________
                                               AN INTERVIEW WITH MARY TELLIER, CATHEDRAL CENTER VOLUNTEER

What inspires you to volunteer?
 “I have volunteered in some way, shape, or form 
ever since I can remember. My parents taught me 
that not everyone has a support system or
opportunities, and that I should find ways to better 
the lives of people less fortunate.”

What inspired you to volunteer at Cathedral Center? 
 “I didn’t know much about homelessness in 
Milwaukee, but once I met some staff at CCI and 
learned about their mission, vision, and everything 
else the organization had to offer, I knew that that 
was where I wanted to spend my time. Before I 
knew it, two years had flown by!”

Was this volunteer experience what you expected? 
 “I don’t think anyone can know exactly what to 
expect prior to volunteering at CCI. Each day was 
something different, and every person I came into 
contact with offered a new experience – that’s what 
I enjoyed most, even after two years!”

How has your experience volunteering at Cathedral 
Center impacted you?
 “Volunteering at the Cathedral Center has com-
pletely changed my perspective of homelessness in 
Milwaukee. I now realize the homeless population is 
very misunderstood. I learned about all the services 
CCI offers, and the resources available to homeless
individuals in Milwaukee and their accessibility.”

The Cathedral Center
845 North Van Buren Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202
Cathedral-Center.org

Be One of the First to
Visit Our New Website!_______________________________

CATHEDRAL-CENTER.ORG

To learn more about volunteer opportunities, check 
our website at www.cathedral-center.org/volunteer 
or contact Ana Treptow, Volunteer & Development 
Coordinator, at 414-831-0394 ext. 2133 or atreptow@
cathedral-center.org.

What advice would you give to someone thinking 
about volunteering?
 “I think it would be extremely beneficial to
anyone to volunteer at a shelter, or even just do 
some basic research about homelessness in his or 
her city. The Cathedral Center is such a wonderful 
organization and its continued success can be at-
tributed to its staff, volunteers, board members,
and countless donors.”

Congratulations, Mary, on two years and over 200 
hours of volunteer service! 

WOMEN’S INDEPENDENCE
PROGRAM CELEBRATES A
SUCCESSFUL FIRST YEAR!

Our Women’s Independence 
Program (WIP) celebrated a 
very successful first year! So 
many women in shelter are 
participating in workshops to 
obtain a job that we need to 
find more employers
interested in providing job
opportunities for our high-
need population. If you would 
like more information, contact 
Veronica Sotelo-Munoz at 
vsotelo@cathedral-center.org 
or (414) 831-0394, ext. 2123.

New funding support for WIP 
was recently received from 
Forest County Potawatomi 
Foundation and WE Energies
Foundation, along with 
on-going support from Bader 
Philanthropies and the Greater 
Milwaukee Foundation.

Mary Tellier with Diana Pine, CCI Administrative Assistant.


