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Relationships Guide and Support Each Other _____________________________________________________________________________________
THREE WOMEN UNITE TO SUPPORT THE CATHEDRAL CENTER AND THE INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES IT SERVES
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 Relationships matter. It is a core 
component of what guides our success, or 
failure. Fortunately for downtown 
Milwaukee, three strong women have found 
a way to unite and support each other – 
and we’re all benefitting as a result.
 Emily McElwee, executive director at 
East Town Association, Donna Rongholt- 
Migan, executive director at Cathedral 
Center, and Beth Weirick, CEO at Milwaukee 
Downtown/BID #21, share a combined 45+ 
years serving the community and a common 
interest in improving the quality of life for 
all who live and work in downtown 
Milwaukee and beyond by recognizing that 
healthy families require that basic needs 
are met, safe and affordable housing is 
accessible, and sustainable employment 
opportunities are available. And healthy 
families build thriving communities.

EAST TOWN ASSOCIATION –
 East Town Association is a non-profit,
business-development association in 
downtown Milwaukee. The East Town 
Association neighborhood reaches from the 
Milwaukee River east to Lake Michigan and 
from Clybourn north to Ogden. East Town 
Association uses its events and programs 
– Jazz in the Park, Bastille Days, Cathedral
Square Market, and others – to cultivate a
vibrant community experience, enhancing
the neighborhood image and appeal while
preserving and celebrating our rich heritage.

“My heart is at East Town,” says McElwee, 
“I love building relationships with other 
members of the community and bringing 
people together to celebrate one another 
and Milwaukee.” McElwee believes that 
downtowns are vital to cities and regions 
because of their unique density and diversity 

of people, their ideas, and their capital – 
the combination of which drives business 
forward. She says, “I hope that as downtown 
Milwaukee continues to grow, business 
 leaders converge to leverage opportunities, 
such as the Democratic National Convention, 
with a larger and long-term focus on equity 
and inclusion for all.”

MILWAUKEE DOWNTOWN/BID 21 –
 Milwaukee Downtown/BID (Business 
Improvement District) #21 is an organization 
established to support the interests of the 
downtown Milwaukee business community. 
Through BID #21 assessments, Milwaukee
Downtown funds specific initiatives aimed 
at creating a clean, safe, and friendly 
downtown. The district currently manages 
150 blocks representing approximately 500 
commercial property owners.
 “We are dedicated to finding solutions 
that are both fair and equitable as well 
as aligned with the needs and goals of the 
individuals who live and work here,” says 
Weirick. “It is the reason we are working 

to secure funding to support a homeless 
outreach coordinator and a community 
prosecutor,” she explains, “and East 
Town Association was one of the first 
organizations to commit support. Emily 
immediately understood the importance of 
this initiative and Donna’s leadership and 
compassionate approach to meeting people 
where they are has served as inspiration 
and motivation for my efforts to push this 
forward.”

CATHEDRAL CENTER –
 Since 2002, Cathedral Center has been 
providing a safe environment for women 
and families, while working to end 
homelessness – one life at a time. As the 
organization’s first executive director, 
Rongholt-Migan has played a key role in 
driving change based on her sincere desire 
to provide safety, security, and hope to 
women and families with children – 
especially those who are under-represented, 
insufficiently-served, and otherwise 
unsupported. (continued on page three)

Beth Weirick, Donna Rongholt-Migan and Emily McElwee



HEARTMATTERS

Synergy Is Forged Through Partnerships______________________________________________________________________
FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – DONNA RONGHOLT-MIGAN

    Cathedral Center’s 
roots lay within the 
partnerships that both 
created and launched this 
critical service to women 
and families with children 

in Milwaukee.  That we have been able to 
continue these emergent services, broaden 
what we do as we learn more about what is 
needed, improve our services as we learn 
what works best to end homelessness and 
housing crises for women and families with 
children – all lays within the partnerships 

that have joined us since our organization 
was founded in 2002.  
 When you partner with others to achieve 
a goal that touches your heart – there is a 
synergy that forms and builds and expands.  
 Now more than ever, I want to thank all 
of Cathedral Center’s partners who have 
joined us and celebrated with us and prob-
lem solved with us over the years.  There 
are so many, too numerous to list in one 
publication.  
 But I can say – there are never too many.  
If you are one of our partners, you know 
who you are.  Please know that I send my 
best wishes and gratitude to you.  We are 
working together to end homelessness… 
and it’s working…
 In partnership,

 Donna Rongholt-Migan
 Executive Director 

” 

• Diapers (size 3-6)
• Baby Wipes
• Throw & Twin-size Blankets 
• Laundry Pods
•	 Chapstick

Wish List
Donations can be dropped off at The
Cathedral Center at 845 N. Van Buren
Street, Milwaukee, WI 53202 between
9am and 4pm.

New job listing website__________________________________
JOBSTHATHELP.COM

 Jobs That Help was recently launched 
to continue to provide non-profit 
organizations, like Cathedral Center, and 
job seekers in the greater Milwaukee region 
with a specialized and accessible job 
listing site. If you or someone you know is 
searching for a job in the non-profit sector, 
this is a great place to start!
 Visit www.jobsthathelp.com for more 
information and to view current job 
listings! 

Paula Johnson-Boorse, 
Cathedral	Center	Vice	President
Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist

 					The	new	year	is	still	young,	but	
Friends of Cathedral Center has been 
busy making plans!

 	 			On	April	5,	Friends	gathered	to 
serve Hospitality – the evening meal 
program.	Volunteers	purchased	and 
prepared the ingredients for Sloppy 
Joes	sandwiches,	and	then	met	at 
shelter to serve approximately 60 
guests. They are planning to serve 

Hospitality	at	least	once	each	quarter.
	 Friends	is	also	organizing	volunteers	to	support	Pathway	Home,	Cathedral	Center’s	
annual	fundraiser	and	celebration	that	has	typically	taken	place	in	the	fall,	but	now 
has a summer date: July 31. 
	 They	need	more	friends	to	be	truly	successful	and	meet	these	and	additional 
goals!	They’re	looking	for	people	people	to	step	up	and	help	with	organizational	work. 
Does that sound like you? Or someone you know?
 If you’re interested in learning more about how you can serve others, educate 
the community, or support Cathedral Center as a FRIEND, contact Dan McCarthy by 
emailing friends@cathedral-center.org.

Cathedral Center Friends Supporting Our Mission____________________________________________________________________

18,261

Did You Know?
 At Cathedral Center, providing a safe 
and welcoming environment is a top 
priority. Last year, we provided 18,261 
nights of emergency shelter to 392 
unaccompanied women and 64 families 
with 149 total children!

FRIENDS CORNER
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Regina White Shares Her Inspiration to Volunteer as 
Well as Promote Our Mission to Others.______________________________________________________________________________

SEEING THE SMILES ON THE FACES MAKES MY HEART GLAD

      CATHEDRAL CENTER: What do you find most fulfilling 
about your time as a volunteer at Cathedral Center? 
 REGINA: I am honored to provide the women and 
families	with	a	basic	need	(food)	in	such	a	personal	
and	intimate	way	through	the	Hospitality	program.	
Seeing	the	smiles	on	the	faces	of	the	shelter	guests	
enjoying	dinner	makes	my	heart	glad.	I	have	such	
deep	gratitude	for	the	ability	to	share	what	has	
been given to me and help someone else in their 
time	of	need.	

      CATHEDRAL CENTER: What inspired you to 
create a fundraising campaign at your workplace, 
Northwestern Mutual? 
 REGINA: I	have	enjoyed	engaging	my	coworkers	in	
this	mission.	Last	year,	I	was	part	of	my	workplace	
United	Way	campaign	committee	at	Northwestern	
Mutual.	I	suggested	Cathedral	Center	as	our	agency	
to	adopt	because	I	knew	the	support	would	make	
an	impact.	I	was	glad	to	bring	an	awareness	of	
homelessness	to	my	co-workers	and	an	opportunity	
to	support	in	a	collective	way.	 

      CATHEDRAL CENTER: What would you say to some-
one who is considering volunteer service or providing 
in-kind/monetary support to Cathedral Center?  

Relationships Matter...__________________________________________________________________________________
(continued from page one)

 “I would love to see more integration, less 
geographic isolation, continued collaboration 
around resources, and an investment in 
stabilizing families,” says Rongholt-Migan. 
“Actually, it can happen. We can do it, in part, by 
supporting BID #21’s current efforts to introduce 
a community prosecutor and a homeless outreach 
coordinator in downtown Milwaukee because,” 
she explains, “it offers the potential of both 
helping people and educating people at the same 
time – something we strive for on a daily basis at 
Cathedral Center.”
 While very accomplished individually, all three 
women realize and appreciate the added power in 
joining their voices to achieve their collective goals. 
Rongholt-Migan beautifully articulates the shared 

sentiment by stating that, “sometimes women have 
to work together in order to be heard or taken se-
riously. There is also a critical element of needing 
to find your sisters in leadership and positions of 
influence – because just knowing 
that you have a sisterhood creates a level of 
support that you might not realize you need in 
the moment. And there is just something that 
resonates deeply for me – for all of us – when 
women in leadership positions reach out to help 
other women to build upon our legacy of success. 
While progress has been made, there is still a lot 
of work to do. But just as we work to instill hope 
in those we serve, we, too, have hope for the future 
because of the progress we’ve witnessed – and 
prompted.”

 REGINA: Becoming	a	volunteer	or	supporter	
of	Cathedral	Center	brings	such	fulfillment	
and	joy.		Cathedral	Center	is	doing	incredible	
things	to	combat	homelessness.	Being	a	part	
of	this	effort	will	give	you	the	opportunity	to	
help	end	homelessness	-	one	person	at	a	time.	

Regina White
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The Cathedral Center
845	North	Van	Buren	Street,	Milwaukee,	WI	53202
www.cathedral-center.org
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Wish List
Donations can be dropped off at The Cathedral 
Center at 845 N. Van Buren Street, Milwaukee, WI 
53202 between 9am and 4pm.

• Twin- and Full-size Sheet Sets
• New Underwear
• New	Socks
• Laundry Pods
• Individually	Wrapped	Snack	Packs
• 	Portfolios
• Flash Drives

Thursday, May 9 2019 | 6-8:00pm
Access Boutique and Mainstream Boutique

159 N. Broadway  |  Milwaukee
$10 Admission | Pay at the Door

(Student Discount $5.00)
facebook.com/glitzglammilwaukee or

cathedral-center.org/glitzglam/

The Cathedral Center
PRESENTS  Pathway HomePathway Home

A fundraisier and celebration of ending homelessness - one life at a time.

July	31,	2019			|    5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Atrium & Courtyard at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist

812	NORTH	JACKSON	STREET,	MILWAUKEE
For more information, please visit

www.cathedral-center.org/celebration




