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 Cathedral Center’s Empowerment 
Challenge takes place from March 1-8, 2021 
- for one week only. During this weeklong 
online fundraising event, we ‘challenge’ our 
community to support our efforts to provide 
empowering opportunities for women and 
families whom we serve.  Our Empowerment 
Challenge coincides with International 
Women’s Day (IWD) that is celebrated 
globally on March 8. This year’s IWD theme 
is #ChooseToChallenge - and when you do, 
your financial donation to our Empowerment 
Challenge will be matched up to $30,000!   
 Thanks to the generous support from the 
Peter Geisert Giving Foundation with $20,000 
in matching funds, and from the William 
N. and Janice V. Godfrey Family Foundation 
Trust with $10,000 in matching funds, all 
donations made during the Empowerment 
Challenge week will be matched up to $30,000! 

 “This past year we have been
aware of the increased struggles of 
many, to maintain safe housing. 
The Cathedral Center continues to 
serve those women and families most 
in need with shelter and guidance 
towards a sustainable life. This is why 
the Foundation supports the Cathedral 
Center’s  Empowerment Challenge – 
and why you should, too.”
 William Frazier,
 Godfrey Family Foundation Trust

 Please take the ‘challenge’ with an online 
financial gift to the Empowerment Challenge. 
Your support will make a difference in the 
lives of women and families whom we serve - 
and will be matched up to $30,000.    

Empowerment Challenge, March 1-8: Challenging Our 
Community to Empower Women and Families     _____________________________________________________________________________________

$30,000 IN MATCHING FUNDS SET THE CHALLENGE

To make your online donation to support 
our Empowerment Challenge, March 1-8, 
2021, please:

1. Visit our website, cathedral-center.org/
 donate 
2. Under “NOTE,” add Empowerment
 Challenge 2021

 Together we can continue to provide 
empowering opportunities for the women 
and families with children throughout our 
community.
 For questions, please contact Ellen 
Kendall, director of resource development, 
at ekendall@cathedral-center.org or at 
414-831-0394, ext. 2127.
 Thank You for Saying YES to our 
Empowerment Challenge!

“
All of us, at some time or other, need help.

Whether we’re giving or receiving help, each one of us has something
valuable to bring to this world. That’s one of the things that connects us as neighbors —

in our own way, each one of us is a giver and a receiver.
- FRED ROGERS

“
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Leading From Behind the Scenes______________________________________
GUEST SUPPORT TEAM MAKE A 24-7 DIFFERENCE

 If the past year has been anything, it has been a 
great teacher. We learned how to change – over and 
over again. We learned how to Zoom. We learned 
patience and, hopefully, forgiveness. I personally 
learned that I am not good at working from home, 
but I know that so many others are incredibly 

productive working from their kitchen table. One perspective that I 
believe has been more broadly appreciated over the past year, is that 
one cannot attain and sustain health if they do not have a home. 
 At Cathedral Center, we learned that we are on the right path 
to living our mission: providing a safe environment for women and 
families with children while working to end homelessness, one life at 
a time. That safe environment can be our shelter. It can also be safe 
places that are not shelter. Last year, 129 women and 47 families with 
children left the safety of our emergency shelter to safe placements in 
the community. Our Community Case Management program helped 
43 families and 9 women to avoid shelter altogether in 2020. This 
happens because we focus on empowerment. Our clients are 
supported to achieve their own goals, knowing that our team will 
walk beside them to offer support when it is needed.
 I don’t know about you, but I want to shout, “We made it! 2021 is 
finally here!!” I want to shout it in my full voice, with the trembling 
of excitement that comes with having finally achieved a momentous 
goal… excited about what comes next.
 I am filled with gratitude that Cathedral Center has come through 
2020 with all services intact, with an outstanding team of talented 
staff, retaining incredible support from our volunteers, board 
members and donors. Our supporters and collaborations have 
pointed us in this direction of being able to sustain urgently needed 
services, while looking to where we can grow and improve. I am so 
excited about the opportunities in front of us. After all, everything 
we do is for the purpose of empowering women and families with 
children, helping them to create housing stability so they, too, can 
proudly shout, ‘We made it!’

 Donna Rongholt-Migan
 Executive Director 
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 Meet our behind-the-scenes 
Guest Support Team, Shift Lead-
ers Patricia, Regina, Migdalia and 
Sheryl, whose commitment to our 
mission helps to ensure that we 
are open 24-hours a day,  7-days 

a week. Our Shift Leads and our full Guest Support 
team are essential staff, especially as our community 
continues to be challenged by the current pandemic. 
Our Shift Lead Guest Support team play a critical 
role in the services that Cathedral Center provides 
for women and families with children.
Thank you to Patricia, Regina, Migdalia and Sheryl!   
Madelene Amos, Shelter Program Director 

“It is very rewarding for me to 
help those who are going
through homelessness. I 
especially enjoy doing arts and 
crafts with the children. The 
families we serve need great 
support and encouragement 
and I’m here to do that.”

“Helping others makes me 
feel more complete.”

“I’ve always enjoyed helping 
others but by far helping people 
experiencing homelessness has 
been the most rewarding.”

“The field of Human Services is 
being in service to humans’- I 
understand this plight because I, 
myself have been homeless. CCI 
was not in existence at the time 
of my need, so I appreciate all the 
work and efforts that CCI has 
provided for the community.”

PATRICIA THOMPSON - 15 years

REGINA MALONE - 4 years

MIGDALIA GONZALEZ - Almost 2 years

SHERYL COTTON - Almost 4 years

What I Know for Sure                             _________________________________________________
           EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – DONNA RONGHOLT-MIGAN
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One Young Woman Sets and 
Achieves Goals_____________________________________________________

DETERMINATION LEADS TO GRADUATION – AND A 
HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA  
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New Year, New Opportunities   ________________________________________________
WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT CATHEDRAL CENTER

VOLUNTEER SPO
TLIG

H
T

     Ring in 2021 by volunteering! As an 
individual or with a group, your participation is 
key to ensuring that the needs of guests served 
by Cathedral Center are met. Together, we 
provide a safe environment for women and 
families while working to end homelessness, 

one life a time. That means, we need YOU!

A safely packaged and 
delivered meal from the 
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin  

Youth from Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Church
collected gifts and made
blankets for families this
Christmas. 

The Boys and Girls Club of 
Cass Street School collected 
urgently needed items from 
our Wish List. 

 I am so very proud to introduce you to Nina,*one 
of our young adult guests.  Nina had a very unstable 
childhood through which she learned to automatically 
choose ‘fight’ when faced with life’s stressors and her 
own ‘fight or flight’ instincts. While this survival instinct 
got her through her childhood trauma and instability, 
it also created many problems for her as she grew into 

young adulthood. 
 Nina started her journey of healing at our shelter, where she 
struggled with getting along with others, following the rules, and overall 
being successful. She was referred to Friendship House as she appeared to 
need longer term support and a smaller group living setting in order for her 
to make positive changes in her life. Her first interview for Friendship House 
didn’t go so well; and quite frankly, it may have been that initial denial of 
admission that propelled her to want better for herself and to work towards 
doing better for herself. After a second chance – a second interview – Nina 
was admitted to Friendship House. We saw her potential and wanted to 
give her an opportunity to heal and to succeed.
 Trust was a huge issue for Nina. It took her a while before she was able 
to warm up to our Case Manager and to our Women’s Independence 
Program (WIP) team. Once rapport was established, Nina and her case 
manager set goals around interacting with others, coping with stress, 
finding her innate worth, getting her High School Equivalency Diploma 
(HSED), and finding a safe place to call home.
 WIP staff worked with Nina to assess her skills and then match her with 
an appropriate employment opportunity. The collaboration between Nina, 
her case manager, and WIP staff helped facilitate her progress towards her 
goals. Nina has tackled every one of her goals with gusto, determined to 
build a better life for herself. She now gets along well with others and re-
mains calm, using her coping skills rather than fighting with her words. She 
has initiated a positive ‘quote of the day’ that she writes on our white board 
and works to inspire others to make positive changes, too.
 Nina also received her HSED, managing the stress of virtual learning 
amidst a pandemic. She was moved to tears when we - both staff and 
guests - recognized her achievement with a small graduation ceremony 
complete with cap and gown.
 Nina is probably one of the most goal-driven guests we have ever 
served. In fact, Nina said to me, “Miss Kristen, I accomplished all of my 
goals. What should I work on next?” In that moment, I knew that she had 
turned a corner in her change process.
 Nina in now employed and was recently approved for a subsidized 
housing program for young adults, where she will move into in March. 
While Nina absolutely did all of the ‘heavy lifting,’
having a safe place like Friendship House and 24/7
support allowed for her changes to go beyond
surface level and to be completely
transformative. On behalf of both
Nina and our entire staff, thank
you for your partnership
 in our mission. 
*Name changed to protect confidentiality.
Kristen Halula, Friendship House
Program Director 

1. Sponsor an Evening Meal for Guests in
 Shelter 
 Our Hospitality Program is up and running.
 Volunteers are welcome to sign up to
 provide and deliver a home cooked or
 catered evening meal for guests in shelter.
 Feed the body and soul this winter.

2. Host a Drive or Collection for Urgently
 Needed Items
 We continue to rely on the community to
 provide for guests’ basic needs and urgent
 program supplies. To support social
 distancing, items can be purchased from our
 Amazon Wish List and sent directly to
 Cathedral Center.   Don’t forget to sign up
 for Amazon Smiles. When you shop through
 Amazon Smiles, Amazon donates .5% of
 your purchase to Cathedral Center. It has
 never been easier to support our mission
 from the comfort of home.

3. Be an advocate: Follow, Like, Share Posts
 on Facebook 
 Stay up to date with our ongoing activities
 and needs on Facebook. Then, share our
 posts with your friends.

 To learn more about hosting a drive, donating items or our 
volunteer activities, please contact me at atreptow@cathedral- 
center.org or at 414-831-0394, ext. 2133.  Thanks!
Ana Treptow, Volunteer and Development Coordinator

NEW IN 2021 – Cathedral Center is excited to launch one of 
our long held strategic initiatives this year, development of a 
program geared specifically toward the children we serve. Check 
our website and email communications in the coming months 
for announcements and ways that you can help!     
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Cathedral Center’s Wish List___________________________________
WINTER 2021

•  Diapers (all sizes) and wipes                                   
•  Deodorant
•  Twin Bed Sheet Sets, Blankets, Pillows 
•  Individual Hot Chocolate and 
 Hot Tea Packets
•  Individual serving Instant Oatmeal 
•  Portable, Individual, DVD Players  (new)

 Please contact Ana at atreptow@cathedral- 
center.org or at 414-831-0394, ext. 2133 with any 
questions.    

 Gift Cards to Aldi’s, Pick ’N Save, Target, 
Metro Market, Walmart or gas stations.
Items on our Amazon Wish List:

 Join the “One Life at a Time” recurring donor program with your gift of $10 or more each 
month through secure automatic withdrawal from a checking account or credit card.  
For information or to enroll, please contact Ellen Kendall, director of resource development, 
at ekendall@cathedral-center.org or at 414-831-0394, ext. 2127.    

Join Our “One Life at a Time” Recurring Donor Program    ________________________________________________________________________
IMPACT THE LIVES OF OUR GUESTS WITH YOUR MONTHLY DONATION 

Pathway 
H    ME

The Cathedral Center 

July 28, 2021 with Honorary Chair, Carole Meekins


